Chieveley Parish Council Chairman’s Statement 

Chieveley Parish Council’s stance on the protection of the Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB) is well known, so I accepted Grundon’s invitation to go to the exhibition arranged at Curridge WI Hall on Friday 11 and Saturday 12 February in order to see how Grundon were going to address the challenges of demonstrating the ‘exceptional circumstances’ required by Para 22 of the Government’s Planning Policy Statement 7, for the approval of a major industrial facility in an AONB. 

As far as I could ascertain, the need argument, almost certainly paramount in demonstrating ‘exceptional circumstances’ to locate a plant here, in the AONB, was not convincing. Grundon representatives made no secret of the fact that the need for the plant was not justified on the disposal of West Berkshire waste alone but was based on the whole of Berkshire and a large part (60,000 tonnes of waste) from Wiltshire. Grundon freely acknowledged that the consideration of alternatives to this proposal was incomplete. I was also concerned that the subsequent need to export large quantities of the ‘bottom ash’ residue to a hazardous waste facility in Gloucestershire was hardly sustainable  

As to the visual impact of this major development in the countryside of the AONB, the visualisation of the facility provided by Grundon was a shock and even Grundon’s own Landscape Architect from Planning Consultants Barton Willmore, Lisa Toyne acknowledged that “we hold our hands up to the fact that it is a big piece of infrastructure and you will be able to see it” and that it would harm the landscape.
Whilst we would have to consider all of these issues again if and when a final application is submitted, based on what we saw and heard at the exhibition Grundon are not putting enough weight on the AONB and need for exceptional circumstances. We would expect West Berkshire Council to treat the AONB with the highest status of protection and I am sure my fellow Councillors on Chieveley Parish Council, will be examining the need argument in critical detail for robustness, and the visual impact for severity.  

Dated 16 February 2011

