Statement by the Chairman, Chieveley Parish Council at the Open Meeting held on 26 January 2011
I would like to make a number of points this evening concerning the two part proposal by Grundon firstly to build an Energy from Waste (EfW) Facility at the Old Kiln Quarry site between Curridge and Chieveley and secondly to further extend the quarry.
For those who are not aware the procedure in a major application of this sort is for the applicant to submit a request for a scoping opinion to the Planning Authority, in this case, West Berkshire Council.  This is, in simple terms, a request to be notified of the topics and evidence the planning authority will require to be covered in the Environmental Impact Assessment which the applicant must submit as part of the formal planning application.

Although not a formal consultee at this stage Chieveley Parish Council submitted a list, together with reasoning, for a series of aspects to be included in the West Berkshire Council response opinion.  Those points were all included by WBC in their response to Grundon and can be seen in the document.
A summary analysis of the WBC Scoping Opinion document was made available to Parish Councillors on 21 January and will be included in one of the series of bulletins issued by the Parish Council to those on the interest register.
At the Parish Council meeting on 11 January, which was attended by a large number of residents, the Parish Council resolved to take a number of actions including: 

1. Undertaking to raise awareness of the proposal in the local community.

2. Inviting Grundon to come to Chieveley/Curridge as soon as possible to explain the proposal to residents.  In fact an exhibition has been arranged for Friday 11th  and Saturday 12th  February in this Hall, the times to be advised.
3. Provide a copy of the adopted Parish Plan to Grundon – which details the community value of the AONB etc.

4. Contact Richard Benyon, the local MP to make him aware of our actions.

It is clear from the WBC Scoping Opinion that there are a number of key points which Grundon have not addressed and will be required to do so.

Ultimately an application will be determined against national, regional and local policies.  Whilst in this case there may be an element of conflict between national policies, e.g. on the one hand the Landfill Directive targets and policies supporting the use of CHP – Combined Heat and Power versus, on the other hand,  PPS7, the policy giving protection to National Parks and AONBs, and the Countryside and Rights of Way Act 2000.  
At this point it is relevant to quote from an E-Mail from the North Wessex Downs AONB: 
“The North Wessex Downs was designated as an Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty in 1972 and since the Countryside and Rights of Way Act 2000 the Government has confirmed the qualities of National Parks and AONBs are equivalent.  Under Section 85 of the CRoW ACT 2000 there is a legal duty for all relevant authorities to have regard to the purposes of "conserving and enhancing the natural beauty of the area."  Any development will need to fulfil this initial test.
 

Fundamentally though, Government advice is clear that major development should not take place in AONBs except in exceptional circumstances.  Any major development proposal coming forward on this site will need to be demonstrated to be in the public interest and will have to be subject to rigorous examination.  We (NWD AONB) therefore welcome pre-application discussions with the applicants to try and determine why this proposal is likely to come forward in the first place within the protected landscape of the North Wessex Downs AONB and why other sites outside the AONB have not been considered first.” – end of quote.
Historically, and the record shows this, Chieveley Parish Council has taken its legal duty to protect the AONB seriously by robustly defending the AONB.  A position endorsed by the results of the recently adopted Parish Plan.  Whilst not prejudging any formal planning application from Grundon in any way it is clear such an application will be examined in critical and thorough detail by Chieveley Parish Council before any observation is made to the West Berkshire Council, the local Planning Authority.
