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Minutes of a meeting of the Parish Council held by video conference on Wednesday, 15th April 2020 at 7.30pm. 

 
 
 
  
 
 

Present 
Bill Graham (Chairman), Tony Harris (TH), Mary Carter (MC), Chris Fenwick (CF), Glyn Thomas 
(GT), Paul Bryant (PB), Sean Doherty (SD) and Colin Yates (CY).  
 
In attendance: Councillor Lynne Doherty (LD) (WBC Councillor) - for minute items 4363 & 4364 
only, John Austin (Clerk), 7 members of the public joined at various times during the meeting. 
 

 Note: P = proposed, S = seconded (All decisions unanimous unless otherwise indicated) 
 

4357 
 

Apologies 
Apologies were received from Steve Masters (WBC Councillor) due to technical difficulties. 
 

4358 
 

Declarations of Interest 
There were no declarations of interest. 
 

4359 
 
 
 

Minutes 
The minutes of the meeting held on 18th March 2020 were approved (P – MC, S – PB) and 
approved as a true record. 
 

4360 Matters arising 
4341/4. A reply had been received from WBC who noted the Council’s interest. Further 
information would be sent when available. 
 

4361 
 
 
 

Correspondence 
1. A note from the Village Hall confirming its closure from 20/03/2020. It was agreed that 

the Council will not seek reimbursement of the pre-paid hire charges for this year and 
will continue with payment if the crisis continues in order to support the Village Hall. It 
was agreed these pre-payments and future payments would be a donation under S137. 

2. It was confirmed in an email from SD that the play area had been closed to the public 
with effect from the 26th of March 2020.  

3. A complaint had been received by WBC about speeding on Long Lane near Shaw 
Cemetery. WBC had replied that this is already a community concern but little could be 
done during the present crisis. As the situation started to return to normality the 
Community Speedwatch programme will be re-instated. 

 
4362 Finance 

The following payments were agreed:   
Robert Walker Litter picking March 2020 64.45 
John Austin Salary and expenses March 2020 683.99 
James Snelling Groundsman March 2020 78.00 
Southern Electric Street lights Quarter 4 455.32 
Plank Bros Ltd Hedge cutting March 540.00 
Tony Harris ZOOM sub 14.39 
HMRC PAYE/NIC 197.32 
Veolia Bin emptying January 2020 36.38 
  £2,069.85 
P – MC, S – GT Authorise: Chairman/SD 

 
It was agreed that whilst the Council was meeting via video conference the Clerk would send 
to two Councillors scanned copies of the payment supporting paperwork so that they could 
endorse a copy of the payment schedule as approval of that documentation. 
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4363 District Councillor’s report. 

LD report had been pre-circulated. The Chairman thanked her for a very informative report. 
LD agreed a copy of this report could be published on the ScD website for information. PB 
remarked that WBC seemed to be doing extremely well during the crisis. LD replied that 
everyone at WBC was working very hard and she felt that now everything was in place to 
cope with the crisis. 
 

4364 Update on SAFE initiative and agree time/date for next meeting 
Thanks were expressed to all involved for their kindness and commitment. All links, Community 
hub, What’s app group etc., were functioning well and all aspects of the initiative had been 
incredibly responsive. The initiative covers four main areas 

• Food/Supplies. Customers were very grateful, and the collection and delivery were 
working well. The OneStop shop in Kiln Road had been very helpful. PPE was available 
for delivery volunteers. A full audit trail was being kept of the finances. So far all 
customers were paying their way without reliance on SAFE funds but this may change 
the longer the crisis continues. 

• Prescriptions. This was available and working well when required. 

• Phone care. Calls to vulnerable and isolated residents. 

• PPE. A bulk quantity of hand sanitiser had been purchased and was being decanted 
into smaller bottles. A network of sewing homeworkers had been recruited to produce 
scrubs for the local area. 70 metres of material had been purchased. More volunteers 
were required. Chris Lusby Taylor from Clay Hill was co-ordinating. 

David Willetts, one of the SAFE co-ordinators, asked what else we should be doing and for 
ideas how to make more people aware of the initiative. LD said that WBC were confident that 
the vast majority of residents in the district had had some contact on what help was available 
and how to access it. 
The Chairman suggested a vote of thanks should be sent to all volunteers. It was agreed this be 
done via the What’s app group. 
It was agreed that as most issues had been discussed a further meeting of the SAFE initiative 
partnership was not now necessary. 
 

4365 Planning. 

1. Applications 
20/00623/FUL Bracken Cottage, Snelsmore Common RG14 3BG 
Demolish existing, erect new 4 bed dwelling 
Council decision: No objections (P – PB, S – MC) 
20/00703/RESMAJ Land adjacent to Hilltop, Donnington (Phase II) 
Approval of reserved matters application relating to Appearance, Landscaping, Layout and Scale 
Council decision: Re-submit original objection paper (P – PB, S – Chairman) 

2. WBC decisions 
19/02982/COND2 Land at Snelsmore House, Snelsmore Common 
Section 73 variation of conditions 
Approved 
20/00024/FUL  AKA Common Room/The Lodge, Abberbury Close Almhouses, Donnington 
Change use of communal room to self-contained residential Almshouse studio 
Granted 
20/00262/HOUSE  36 Kingsley Close, Shaw RG14 2EE 
Rear and side extensions and widening of vehicular access. 
Granted 
020/0344/HOUSE  1 Sherrardmead, Shaw  RG14 2DF 
Garage extension 
Granted 
 

4366 Parish Assembly 2020 
It was agreed the Assembly be cancelled on 6th May and be held whenever the situation 
allowed. An announcement would be put on the website to this effect. 

4367 Parish Council AGM 20th May 2020 
It was agreed the AGM of the Council due to take place on 20th May would be postponed. All 
officers and postholders would continue in place until an AGM is held. The meeting on 20th May 
would be an ordinary meeting held by video conference. 
 

4368 Members’ Community Bids 2020/21 
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MC had submitted a bid for funding for speed indicator devices. She was thanked for all her 
hard work on this. 
 
 

4369 Amenities 

• It was agreed that Donnington Cricket Club would only be charged proportionately 
for Ground hire for the 2020 season from the date they recommenced playing. 

• It was agreed to look at a temporary repair on the hole in the Recreation Ground 
fence bordering Shop Lane. 

 
4370 Highways 

• The Chairman emphasised the importance of Councillors reporting potholes to WBC 
when they became aware of them. 

• PB had had a complaint about speeding on Oxford Road. He was asked to reply that 
the Council were aware of the problem and, as far as possible in present 
circumstances, were dealing with it. 

 
4371 Footpaths 

MC had formally complained to WBC about overflowing litter bins specifically the one outside 
Shaw House. 

4372 Members Reports and Questions 
 Thanks were expressed to MC, GT and his daughter for all their hard work administering, 

organising and delivering supplies for the SAFE initiative. 
  

 
 
There being no other business the meeting closed at 9.10pm 


