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Minutes of a meeting of the Parish Council held by video conference on Wednesday, 20th May 2020 at 7.30pm. 
 

 
 
  
 
 

Present 
Bill Graham (Chairman), Tony Harris (TH), Mary Carter (MC), Chris Fenwick (CF), Glyn Thomas 
(GT), Paul Bryant (PB), Sean Doherty (SD) and Colin Yates (CY).  
 
In attendance: Councillor Lynne Doherty (LD) (WBC Councillor), John Austin (Clerk), 1 member 
of the public. 
 

 Note: P = proposed, S = seconded (All decisions unanimous unless otherwise indicated) 
 

4373 
 

Apologies 
Apologies were received from Steve Masters (WBC Councillor)  
 

4374 
 

Declarations of Interest 
There were no declarations of interest. 
 

4375 
 
 
 

Minutes 
The minutes of the meeting held on 15th April 2020 were approved (P – MC, S – PB) as a true 
record. 
 

4376 Matters arising 
None 
 

4377 
 
 
 

Correspondence 
1. A note from WBC informing that no elections can take place before 6th May 2021. The 

Clerk stated that he had posted the appropriate notice concerning the vacancy for a 
Councillor. As no requests had been made for an election within the timeframe the 
Council was free to co-opt as and when possible. 

2. A note from the Public Protection Partnership containing guidance for local authorities 
on bonfires during the lockdown. 

3. An e-mail from WBC advising of a Speed Management Framework consultation running 
until 6 July 2020. 

4. A note from WBC advising there was no CIL monies due to the parish for the period 
01/10/19 – 31/3/20 

5. A copy of the Monitoring Officer’s annual report to the Governance and Ethics 
Committee of WBC had been received. 

 
4378 Finance 

1. The following payments were agreed:   
Robert Walker Litter picking April 2020 + black sacks 69.35 
John Austin Salary and expenses April 2020 675.99 
James Snelling Groundsman April 2020 + expenses 183.57 
West Berks Council Election costs May 2019 75.00 
Castle Water Pavilion Feb – July 2020 23.13 
Auditing Solutions Ltd Internal Audit 2020 414.00 
Bill Graham SAFE in Shaw expenditure 581.30 
HMRC PAYE/NIC 195.52 
Veolia Bin emptying April 2020 36.38 
  £2,254.24 
 
P – MC, S – PB Sign off – GT/MC Authorise: Chairman/SD 
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2. The pre-circulated draft accounts for 2019/20 were discussed and the reserves were 
agreed. (P - MC, S – CF) 

3. Section 1 (Annual Governance Statement) of the 2019/20 AGAR was considered and 
approved. (P – PB, S – GT). 

4. Section 2 (Accounting Statements) of the 2019/20 AGAR was considered and 
approved. (P – Chairman, S – MC) 

5. The pre-circulated Auditor’s Report was considered and agreed (P – Chairman, S – GT) 
 

4379 District Councillor’s report. 
LD report had been pre-circulated. The Chairman thanked her for a very informative report. 
Updates: 

• The Waste and Recycling Centres in Newbury and Padworth were now open using 
an online booking system. It was being well managed and the public had responded 
well 

• Initial business rate relief grants are now mostly dealt with. On-going dialog with 
local businesses. 

• Much work taking place over opening of schools. WBC working closely with schools. 

• Snelsmore has now re-opened. 

• When Government legislation and regulations are proposed WBC is reacting 

• No significant increase in fly-tipping has been experienced. 
Appreciation was expressed to LD for her public Facebook session last Saturday. LD stated 
that feedback received had been mostly positive. 
  

4380 Update on SAFE in Shaw initiative  
A verbal report from David Willetts: 
Requirements are beginning to change. It is therefore even more essential to ensure no one is 
left out. It is unlikely any more material for scrubs will be purchased as the requirement has now 
greatly lessened. Thoughts were required from volunteers about the need and viability of 
making face masks. It was felt that the project had not only helped the vulnerable in Shaw but 
had been of therapeutic value to many of the ‘cottage’ volunteers. 
GT stated that food deliveries had not had a great number of regulars but they had been steady 
and no lessening of requirements had yet been seen. It was likely this could continue for some 
time. 
Thoughts were now turning to how the initiative could assist local food banks. 
It was felt appropriate that the volunteers should be recognised perhaps by coverage in NWN 
and by notifying the local MP. 
 

4381 Planning. 

1. Applications 
20/00761/FUL Vine Cottage, Curridge RG18 9EF (Out of Parish) 
Creation of ecological pond, bunds, soakaways, earthworks and soft l/s scheme 
Council decision: No objections (P – Chairman, S – MC) 
20/00853/HOUSE 15 Dene Way, Donnington RG14 2JL 
Rear extension and carport 
Council decision: No objections (P – GT, S – Chairman) 
20/00865/HOUSE Menheniot, Long Lane, Shaw RG14 2TD 
Replacement garage 
Council decision: No objections (P – PB, S – MC) 
19/02850/FULMAJ  Land Adjacent To Elton Farm Weston RG20 8JG (Out of Parish). 
Proposed conversion and replacement of agricultural buildings to residential use, 
construction of one new-build dwelling. For the effect on the River Lambourn 
Too late to object PB put in comments to planning about the effects of the development. 

2. WBC decisions 
20/00297/FUL Land adjacent to Briar Lea, Long Lane RG14 2TG 
Retrospective: Biomass boiler in shipping container 
Granted 
20/00552/FUL & 20/00553/LBC2  Snelsmore House, Oxford Road, Donnington RG14 
3BG 
Replacement of flat roof on Grade 2 listed building 
Granted 
20/00580/HOUSE  Oakwood Barn, Grange Farm, Long Lane RG14 2TF 
New pool room and side porch 
Granted 
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4382 Members’ Community Bids 2020/21 

MC report had been pre-circulated. LD stated that an extension of the filing date had been 
made to 3rd July 
 

4383 Amenities 
A comment had been made on the ‘NextDoor’ website about the number of dog waste bags 
being dumped on the ground and in trees around the vicinity of Donnington Rec. The Clerk had 
responded. It was felt that little more could be done as those on extended walks would not carry 
bags around with them and any campaign will be unlikely to have any effect. 
 

4384 Highways 
After much discussion the following proposal was passed by 6 votes and 2 abstentions: 
“That we proceed in principal with the Community bid to purchase speed indicator devices for 
the parish at the appropriate time” Much will depend on the recommendations of the equipment 
eventually made by WBC. 
 

4385 Footpaths 
Overgrown hedges should be reported on the WBC website. If overgrowth is from private land 
then WBC will write to the owner. 

4386 Members Reports and Questions 
 • TH expressed concern over many speeding motorcycles (70/80mph) along the 

Wantage Road. It was agreed that this should be reported to the police. 

• It was agreed that the pavilion be given a deep clean just prior to it being used again. 

• The Village Hall has no plans to re-open but discussions would be taking place about 
the re-opening of the pre-school. 

  
 
 
There being no other business the meeting closed at 9.10pm 


