
Brief for the visit of Laura Ferris M.P. to Shaw cum Donnington Parish Council 

20 January 2021 

 

Need for Social Infrastructure 

Planning permission, granted for a housing development of 401 dwellings in the North of Shaw-cum-

Donnington, makes almost no provision for additional social infrastructure. There are to be two play 

areas, six allotments and partial funding for a ‘new’ primary school. A small retail Local Centre had 

been planned in outline, but has been excluded from the detailed planning application. Probably it will 

never be built.   

No other social building has been planned or funded, even though parish households will increase by 
60%, and the existing Village Hall on Love Lane is already fully used. 

The parish share of the total Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) that is generated by the 

development is clearly not enough to provide the social facilities needed to supplement the parish 

growth. The large residual balance of CIL goes to the District Council to spend on their major 

infrastructure projects which, although needed, do not address parish social needs at local level.  

We ask Laura to comment on the planning deficit which permits development, without the developer 

having to provide for balancing social infrastructure. By that is meant village halls, health and youth 

structures, sports and recreation facilities, allotments and the like on a per capita basis, which are 

presently underfunded by the CIL. 

Rules of Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) Award  

The ‘old school’ listed buildings on Love Lane, Shaw cum Donnington, are expected to become 

available when the old school merges with the ‘new school’ on the new school site. The parish council 

hopes to acquire these to convert into a Community Hub for the existing and expected population of 

Shaw cum Donnington and North Newbury.  The parish CIL award will fall far short of the estimated 

sum the parish needs to acquire and adapt these buildings for community use. 

Shaw-cum-Donnington is not alone. Greenham Parish Council has also received a large amount of 

housing without the benefit of matching social infrastructure 

Does Laura realise that practical application of the CIL calculation rules results in a less than the 

nominal award?  For example, ScD’s headline expectation of 15% CIL will be reduced to 9% by the 

CIL rules, or even to 4% depending on the phasing of construction.  

15% CIL is the minimum needed to satisfy the social infrastructure needs of the enlarged parish. 

What does Laura consider could be done by government to change the CIL calculation rules so that 

CIL awards to parishes are logical and fair as between local and district needs? 

Planning Consultation 

It has been this parish’s experience that the existing rules and application of statutory consultation is 

unsatisfactory. In our case, a development which was rejected by West Berkshire was awarded on 

appeal by the Minister’s Inspector.  Consultation at all levels with stakeholders and public has been 

tenuous or ignored.  The unwanted outcome is that people will be discouraged from consulting in 

future. 

We ask Laura for her view of existing consultation procedures?  Will she consider promoting a clause 

in the new development legislation which defines what ‘consultation’ means?  Further, will she 

consider the need for proper documentation to show that such consultation has been carried out? 

 

 



Devolution of Power/Responsibilities to Parishes 

There has been much made of the devolution of powers to local councils. There is a widely-held view 

that such powers have been hedged around with rules and regulations, which lead to a devolution of 

management rather than to powers, to decide local policies. Specifically, the rules and regulations 

around planning and social services have been particularly prescriptive.  

Does Laura share this view and how does she see the devolution of powers to local councils 

progressing in the future? 

Green Considerations 

What is Laura’s position on green initiatives, and why?   

We ask because many parishioners are concerned that she has voted against measures to prevent 

climate change - for example, on the issues of ‘Climate and Nature Emergency Impact’ and 

‘Eliminating Transport Emissions’.  

Does Laura believe that councils should adopt green initiatives and give discounts to residents who 

implement such measures? 
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