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Vvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvv 

 

Minutes of a meeting of the Parish Council held by video conference on Wednesday, 16th December 2020 at 
7.30pm. 

 
 
 
  
 
 

Present 
Bill Graham (Chairman), Paul Bryant (PB), Mary Carter (MC), Sean Doherty (SD), Tony Harris 
(TH), Glyn Thomas (GT), and Colin Yates (CY).  
 
In attendance:  Ward member Lynne Doherty + 1 member of the public 
 

 Note: P = proposed, S = seconded (All decisions unanimous unless otherwise indicated) 
 

  
4454 
 

Apologies 
Apologies: John Austin (Clerk) 
 

4455 
 

Declarations of Interest 
There were no declarations of interest. 
 

4456 
 
 
 

Minutes 
One change to wording of clause 4450 proposed by BG.  Add at end of 4447 2. iii “if this proves 
to meet with possible diocesan approval.” 
 
The minutes of the meeting held on 18th November 2020 were approved with that change as a 
true record. (P –GT, S – MC) 
 

4457 Matters arising 
No matters arising 
 
 

4458 
 
 
 

Correspondence 
1. Consultation for local plan review – received 11th December – response needed by 5th 

February. BG will recirculate document from WBC. PB has previously drafted a 
response and will recirculate for review.  
 

4459 Finance 
1. The following payments were agreed – (P- MC, S- GT) TH and SD will authorise the 

payments at the bank. 
 

 

Payments December 2020

 

Expenditure

Reference Description Amount VAT Amount

Ex Vat Payable

256 Robin Walker Litter picking November 2020 64.45         64.45         

257 John Austin Clerk’s salary 631.60                

Clerk's Office 55.00                 

Telephone 3.00                   

Office expenses - HP print 6.66                   696.26       1.33         697.59       

258 James Snelling Groundsman 7 hours @ £14/hr 98.00         98.00         

259 Southern Electric Pavilion 08/08/20-16/11/20 123.04       6.15         129.19       

260 SLCC Clerk's sub  2021 144.00       144.00       

261 Cllr. Bill Graham Street light repair - Donnington Village 20.52         4.10         24.62         

262 ScD Village Hall Hall hire Nov 20 - Oct 21 with agreed discount 243.00       243.00       

263 Royal British Legion Poppy appeal/wreath 50.00         50.00         

DD HMRC PAYE on salaries 205.24       205.24       

DD Veolia Waste disposal November 2020 45.48         9.10         54.58         

Total payments December 2020 £1,689.99 £20.68 £1,710.67
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[Bill’s note:  No one has been chosen yet to approve the actual invoices. 
British legion - John + signatories will pay by cheque] 
  

2. Draft Budget 2021/22  
 

• Light columns - £6k perhaps too much. Reduce to £5k 

• Extra lights for the churchyard – up from £1k to £2k 

• Traffic calming measures: leave as £5k for now – MC will update if this is to be 
increased. 

• CPSG Expenditure – leave as is 

• Leave in as they are in case they are required: 
o Chairman’s allowance 
o Planning allowance 
o Cllrs travel / telephone 
o Website & IT Costs – leave in £500 

• Take out Footpath maintenance 

• Forecast column header says 2022/22 – should be 21/22 

• Questions - Where does the surplus of £16,275 come from? There is no £6,000 
coming out of the streetlight reserves – should it be? 

 
BG will raise points with JA and present revised budget / precept in January. 

 
4460 
 
 
4461 

District Councillor’s report. 
LD was thanked once again for a very comprehensive report. A few of the topics were 
discussed including current COVID situations, potential vaccination centre at the racecourse, 
the commencement of the vaccination programme and rough sleeper initiatives. 
 
Visit of Laura Ferris MP to January meeting  
 
BG suggested that we think about and reflect on what we can ask Laura when she attends: 
 

• Difficulty of a parish council getting the resources to provide infrastructure for the 
Parish. Can there be some development of a framework to assist PCs in the provision 
of social infrastructure? 

 

• Unfairness and penalties on the CIL, if you don’t have a neighbourhood plan, and the 
system for calculating CIL (capped per house and based on the timing of the build) is 
not calculated in a way that will support a small Parish which has a large development 
eg. 5-8% rather than the 15% that would be expected. 
 
 

• Could we have firmer definition on what a consultation is  
 

• We would suggest to provide some topics that we would like to discuss to give the 
opportunity for Laura to familiarise herself with the topics. 
 

• Views on the devolution of power. 
 

• BG, PB and TH will get together to discuss a list of questions based on the broad topics 
that have been suggested. 
 

• Advertise as a Q&A session with the local MP and make it as interactive as possible. A 
special poster on the website and on the notice boards early in the new year. 
 

[Bill’s note – Leave this section out.  It will be summarised for the final minutes by ‘Brief to be 
put to Laura Ferris by Paul, Tony & Bill’, which we are working on over Christmas, and for which 
we will seek council approval before posting] 

  
4462 Planning 

 
a. Applications: 
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20/02607/HOUSE 10 Castle Grove Newbury RG14 1PR (Out of parish)  
Various alterations and extensions – out of parish so no proposer and seconder. 
 
20/02788/RESMAJ Land adjacent to Hilltop, Donnington  
S.73 Variation of condition 2 re 18/03061/RESMAJ - (P –BG , S – MC) 
 
20/02806/HOUSE Melba Long Lane Shaw RG14 2TH  
2 storey rear extension, new roofs to existing dormers, new rear dormer - (P – CY, S – BG) 
 
b. WBC Decisions  
20/00655/RESMAJ application withdrawn. 
 
 

4463 Community Planning Steering Group 
Following on from a meeting with WBC and the diocese, there are a number of questions that 
need further discussion on before any progress can be made. No further CPSG meetings have 
been scheduled at this stage. 
 

4464 Amenities 
There were no official reports. 
 

4465 Highways 
Plenty of salt in reserve. 
GT will speak to the site manager at the top of Northern Avenue to ask if better lighting can be 
put in place. 
PPB wrote to Robin Mann about the ownership of the 5 streetlights in the church carpark – it is 
with WBC legal for review. 
BG will ensure that ay surplus lights are retrieved from being scrapped. 
 

4466 Footpaths 
The unofficial path over Nothing Hill has been closed. Donnington Valley Hotel will cultivate a 
wild flower meadow and graze animals there.  They hope to involve local schools in its creation 
and for ongoing learning. The official footpaths on the perimeter of Nothing Hill are undisturbed. 

4467 Members Reports and Questions 
GT – Dog bin beside entrance to new development will need moved. GT will speak to the site 
manager and look at potential spots. 
 
 

  
 
There being no other business the meeting closed at 9.15pm 


