
 

Chairman’s address to Shaw cum Donnington Annual Parish Meeting 4 May 

2022 

1. Good evening, everyone.  Thank you for coming.   

As you know this is the only official event of the year when you are invited to debate with one 

another and to hold the parish council to account.  We welcome your feedback, so that we can serve 

the parish better. 

To provide some structure and background to aid the discussion, we have put together an agenda, 

which we hope you will find helpful.  And with your permission, I will umpire fair play.  Is that ok? 

I will bat first, noting the highlights of the past year.  Next, I’ll tell you about the Jubilee events in 

early June.  And then, I’ll explain the importance to all parishioners of the big local changes we can 

expect in the next few years.  Predicting and getting what is best for the parish out of these 

movements will need your enthusiastic and expert participation, as you will hear. 

Rupert Holtby will follow, relating the charitable expertise and experience of the Greenham Trust.  

They do wonderful work supporting community ventures of all types and sizes.   

Finally, will come reports from Stuart Stephens, the chairman of the Shaw cum Donnington Relief in 

Need Charity, and our two ward members, Lynne Doherty and Steve Masters, who represent us so 

ably on West Berkshire Council. 

This should leave good time for your open and ardent discussion of your own thoughts and 

concerns. 

And to cap it all time for refreshment and chat! Cheers!  

So, turning now to the past year, this council, together with valuable assistance from West Berkshire 

Council, has continued to provide the routine services that make Shaw cum Donnington the pleasant 

space it is. We have handled complaints about boundaries, cars, crossings, dogs, dirt, drains, drones, 

drugs, floods, footpaths, gates, hedges, leaks, lights, litter, parking, potholes, puddles, sewers, 

speeding, trees & vandals.  The list of concerns seems exhausting.  That few of these complaints 

escalate further is down to the dedicated service of district councillors, parish councillors and clerk, 

Two outstanding features of the year have been the installation of the much loved “Donnington 

Castle” in the recreation ground.  Special thanks go to Glyn for that.  And the provision of a new 

Defibrillator at the pavilion.  These purchases have only been possible with funding from private 

gifts, West Berkshire Members’ Bids and their post covid Let’s Get Active Fund, and the Greenham 

Trust Youth Distribution Committee.  We are very grateful to all our private and public donors.   

After consultation with residents, ongoing projects include the potential conversion with local help 

of Owen Road Field to a wild flower meadow and kick-about area.  We thank Gillian, who has led by 

example, well beyond her clerkly role, and Colin for organising the consultation in nearby streets.  

Also continuing is the rotation of a SID, aka Speed Indicating Device, around the parish.  Reportedly, 

the knowledge that SID is watching you has been a deterrent. But it will be the recorded SID results 



which will spur the Police and Highways to take further speed restraining action, if SID shows it is 

needed.  We thank Mary for her continuing dedication to the vexed problem of speeding.  It blights 

us all. 

The parish is fortunate that Paul is a very experienced planning officer. However, he is disappointed 

that there have been no planning applications of significant note this year to get his teeth into.  

Insignificant that is, unless the plan is your own!   He has dealt with about sixteen applications for 

non-contentious extensions to existing houses, and no new houses at all. But hot of the press we 

learn that Vodafone is downsizing to four buildings with the other three being let for other uses.  As 

yet no firm alternatives for these have materialised, only rumours.  Whatever is proposed, we can 

rely on Paul to forensically protect parishioners’ interests. 

Planning aside, we have recently welcomed the first of about 1000 new residents of Shaw Valley and 

Donnington Heights. Are any of you here?  Once you have settled in, we look forward to your hearty 

participation in local affairs.   

That prompts me to promote our two upcoming parish events to mark the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee.  

70 years on the throne!  God save and bless her, everyone. 

The first is the flaring of our Jubilee Beacon on Donnington Castle at 9.30pm on Thursday 2 June.  

Just bring yourselves.  Preferably walk, or park at the Castle car park, not the pub, or park at the 

Donnington Recreation Ground car park inside the top gate. Would you believe there is a national 

plan for “Beacon Tart” to be loyally consumed on the spot?  It’s quite delicious!  Just ask us for the 

recipe. If you would like to bake one, please bring it with you to ‘share at the flare’.  

The second event is the Big Jubilee Lunch or “Picnic in the Park” starting from 12pm in the 

Donnington Recreation Ground on Sunday 5 June.  Weather permitting!  There will be some cover, in 

tents, but bring your own gazebo if you have one, picnic, rugs, chairs etc.  The parish will serve 

coffee, tea, and soft drinks free of charge from the pavilion, where there are also loos. There will be 

some distractions, Kids’ Jubilee Bonnet competition, Bouncy Castle, Kennet Radio Disco, Kids’ Messy 

Tent, and paying Ice Cream Van.   Your own ideas for entertainment and games would be welcome 

too.  Please call me or Gillian ahead of time, so we can slot you in.  Splat the Rat, anybody?  Could 

you believe too that there is a national “Jubilee Pudding”, to be right royally consumed there!  Want 

the recipe?  Watch the BBC, or just ask us.  Once again, preferably walk, or park inside the 

Recreation Ground top gate. 

You can find all this information, and other council business, on the parish website run so well by 

Anthony.      www.shawcumdonnington.org.uk                                 

He proudly tells me that we have just reached the milestone of 50,00 hits.   We are always happy to 

publish articles from people and organisations which are relevant to the community.  Anthony and 

Gillian are the go-to people for this web advice. 

Now, I will ask you to look still further ahead to the future social building needs of our parish.  As I 

have told you before, we are expanding by about 1000 new residents or some 60% over the next 

four years.  At present we have one Village Hall totally booked out.  A new primary school will be 

constructed by West Berkshire Council.  Consequently, the old primary school will close.  Also, there 

is the Land Owner’s provision for a new “Local Centre”, aka retail premises, at the Vodafone 

entrance to Donnington Heights.  Apart from these two structures and just five allotments, there is 

no community building at all.  If it gets built, the Local Centre will be a shop. The sports ground and 

assembly hall of the new primary school might be part-hireable in the evening, but that is not 

certain.  That only leaves the old primary school, which could possibly be repurposed as a social 

building.  It must be obvious from what I have just said that the extended population of the parish 

will need the space. 

http://www.shawcumdonnington.org.uk/


All of us, that is the Shaw cum Donnington Parish Council, the Parish Church St Mary’s, and the 

Village Hall, absolutely support the thought of breathing new life into the old school as part of a 

vibrant socially centric complex on Love Lane for the parish and wider North Newbury.  There are 

two essential provisos.  First, we must have public support for the prospect of using the building for 

social purposes.  It has to serve identified needs and generate sustainable income.  Put simply, it 

must wash its face, as they say.  Second, a dedicated trust must buy the building, raising the capital 

required from internal and external sources.  Obviously, the two provisos are linked.  Forecast 

projections of the enterprise have to be realistic to ensure the concept can be delivered sustainably 

with minimum risk. 

Well, what a surprise!  I see that agenda item 5 is to discuss just that, so I will say no more now. 

I will end by thanking everyone for their support of the parish during the year.  In particular, West 

Berkshire Council represented so well by Lynne Doherty, the Leader of the Council, and Steve 

Masters, our members for Speen Ward. They have been rock-solid in meeting parish requests. 

And then especially, I sincerely thank your parish councillors - Paul Bryant, Mary Carter, Sean 

Doherty who has just retired, Anthony Harris, Margo Payne who has recently joined us, Glyn 

Thomas, Colin Yates and our clerk Gillian Durrant.   They are all stars don’t you agree?  How lucky we 

are to have such fine people serving our community.  (clap, clap) 

By the way, there is still time for anyone interested to serve on the council to join us this month.  We 

have two councillor vacancies becoming available at our AGM on 18 May.  We always need new 

blood!    Just let one of us know, so we can explain what’s involved. We promise you would enjoy it, 

if you are elected. 

I will grant you some seconds to process that request.   

2 vacancies = New blood = Joiner = No brainer = Thank you. 

Now, we come to item 2 on Agenda.  “Presentation by Rupert Holtby of the Greenham Trust.”    

Rupert, we look forward hearing about all the good causes the Greenham Trust supports.  Your 

advice to all of us here will be invaluable.   

Thanks and over to you. 


